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Good evening everyone. Liz has already well and truly proven to you that women are far superior at not getting caught. And while John Silvester and Peter Corris may try to tantalise you with figures and sexist stereotypes – yes, there’s enough women in the audience for me to say that the men are being sexist and we’re only ensuring equality of the sexes — Liz and I can also impress you with figures, science and just plain logic. 
First off, I want to continue on the theme of women doing it better in terms of crime. Liz has already indicated that most convicted criminals are men but has also mentioned some examples of the women who have excelled in their chosen fields – murder. But the fact remains that women account for less than 10% of violent crimes. Why? Partly because we haven’t been caught? Sure. But there’s also something else we do better. 
I always love the research side of writing crime fiction and I got to indulge my inner science nerd for this debate too. Enter Dr Ruben Girr, a neurologist researching from the University of Pennsylvania. Dr Girr decided to study one major behavioural difference between men and women…levels of aggression. Could the answer lie in our brains? After scanning 57 female brains and 59 male brains he found male and female brains are nearly identical except for one thing. Women have a much larger orbital front area. In fact, the size difference is so great that he described the scans as looking like they came from two different species. So what does this mean for the humble male? I quote Dr Girr: “Men have less capacity to inhibit an impulse to attack or perform an act of physical aggression”. Or to put it in other words, women are better at controlling our aggression…women do it better. 
During some recent research for one of my crime novels, I stumbled across a book called “Hitman: A technical manual for independent contractors”. This book has an interesting history. First published in 1983, it was the centre of a controversial law case when a man who committed a triple murder alleged he used this book. The book was withdrawn but of course appeared online. There’s a whole chapter devoted to women, but I thought I’d read out just the start. 
“Because of their uncanny ability to get into places and situations a man might find hard to duplicate, because of their deceitful, “game-playing” natures, and because a woman can be twice as vicious as a man, a woman can be a better hired executioner than a man.” 
Women do it better.

For a laugh, you might also like the next sentence. 

“Fortunately for the world, a woman usually makes only one man her target, and the nesting instinct quickly takes her off the street and ties her down to the little world of babies, laundry and housework…”
Believe it or not, that was written in 1983, not 1953. 

So, women are better at controlling our aggression, and are apparently also better equipped to be hired hitwomen. In what other ways are we better…like you needed more from me. Perhaps in our choice of crime. We shy away from the messy, brutish crime of murder (remember less than 10% of violent crimes are committed by women)…instead we choose better crimes. Take conwoman Jodi Harris who was charged with over 124 counts of identify fraud. Admittedly she got caught, but she was so good at what she did that she had a false Australian passport, a Victorian Police uniform, a NSW police access card, had posed as a doctor and as a businesswoman…in fact, she was so good at her “job” that the police asked her to take part in an instructional video that is now used to train police and help close the security loops she found.   
Women’s life of crime is all well and good but we’re forgetting something very important here…the Ned Kelly Awards are for crime fiction, as well as true crime. As the representative from the fictional world for our team, it fell to me to find out if women do it better in fiction too. Again, lots of different angles on this one but let’s start with authors. I took a look at the internationally respected New York Times Bestseller List for this week. This is only general fiction, but:

· Twelve out of the top 20 hardback novels are written by women. 
· Twelve out of the top 20 trade paperback novels are written by women. 
· And 16 out of the top 20 mass market novels are written by women. 
Clearly, women are doing it better.
But wait, there’s more. What about fictional characters – be it the law-enforcement hero, or heroine, or the villain of the piece. I think females certainly provide us authors with greater scope. Move over the alcoholic, divorced male cop character…here come the women to whip your asses. Any fans of Alias in the audience? Think about all those disguises. Jennifer Garner managed to look sooo different. Can’t do that with a male character, can you? And it’s amazing what a woman can get away with in her everyday ensemble. 

<Take out pill bottle from bra/cleavage>

Voila…poison, perhaps. In reality they’re just iron tablets. And let me tell you, if I was creating a character, I’d give her a much more ample bosom, so she could hide more stuff!

But our versatility isn’t just limited to cleavage. 

<Liz to take out knife from her boot, I take out replica gun from my handbag> 
Now, I was going to load my handbag up with knives, handcuffs, brick, a can of mace. But first off I didn’t want to carry all that around, and this a Friday night in a big city and I caught the train in – probably best not to be armed with every conceivable weapon.    
A woman’s handbag does give us lots of options. I mean, I can’t imagine reading this in a book: “He pulled out his spare gun and handcuffs from his…manbag.” I think not!
Well, my time is running out and tonight I’m going to leave you with the humble mosquito. When researching this topic I found a wonderful article in the Sisters in Crime magazine. It was basically a transcript of a debate on whether the female of the species is more deadly than the male. And Vicki Petraitis has enlightened me on the subject of mosquitoes. It seems the ability for females to do things better isn’t just limited to humans. The female mosquito does it better than the male of its species – did you know only female mosquitoes bite? 
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